106t Cavalry Reconnaissance
Ten Who Didn’t Return

Less than a week after being captured, Lt Leonard Prosnick, the somewhat odd Jewish
Leader of Headquarters Platoon who became an “Aces High” combat officer in the eyes
of Cpl Paul Thompson, was dead. In one of the largest accidental POW Kkillings of the
war, an officer barracks in Limberg, Germany, was destroyed by a squadron of RAF
bombers. Marker flares from the lead Pathfinder plane blew off course due to high
winds away from the rail yard target to the POW camp. Forty-eight officers were
presumed killed and thirty nine bodies could be positively identified — one was Lt

Leonard Prosnick. Also killed was 106! Infantry Division officer Capt. H. Hall Roberts.

One month to the day after that, Lt George Vaream, the 106" Recon Executive Officer,
was shot and killed. A post war POW debriefing confirms an eyewitness account to the
killing of Lt. Vaream. On January 22, 1945, at Oflag XIII-B in Hammelberg, Germany,
an air raid was taking place. Slow to run back to his barracks as ordered, Lt George
Vaream was shot in the back and died the next day.

(In late March Gen. George Patton sent an armored column to Hammelburg in order to

liberate his son-in-law, Lt. Col. John Waters. Most of the column was killed or captured.)

The deaths of Lt. Prosnick and Lt Vaream were preceded by three Recon men killed-in-

action and followed by an additional five Recon deaths from mistreatment as POWs.



106" Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop (Mechanized)

AME DATE OF DEATH

Pvt. Edwin Akers 7 April 1945
Allied

Fritz per

102.

Pvt. Lloyd N Hamby 16 December 1944

Source-

Pfc. Joseph R. Jeka 17 December 1944

T/4 Charles Koppenhaver Unknown
Brunswick.

map

Cpl. Joseph E. Lynch Jr. Unknown

on the death march to Brunswick.
eyewitness SGT Roy Mechling map
2 Lt. Leonard Prosnick 23 December 1944

the

other officers were killed.

Pvt. Charles Roe 17 December 1944

KNOWN DETAILS & SOURCE

A POW in IV-B Muhlberg, Pvt Akers was
killed in an accidental bombing by
planes. Source - Eyewitness PFC Bill
“Maurice Bombar Recollections” pg.

KIA opening day of the Grosslangenfeld attack,

Pvt. Hamby was a graduate of the Goodland

Indian School. He was returned home and
buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Hugo,
Oklahoma, Plot Section 8 and Row 4.
his hometown obituary

KIA in the final moments of the 106! Recon

withdrawal from Grosslangenfeld. Last seen in

a ditch with a fatal leg wound. Ibid Bombar
page 78.

A POW in IV-B Muhlberg and VIII-A Gorlitz,
T/4 Koppenhaver died of dysentery and
starvation on the death march to
Source - eyewitness SGT Roy Mechling
and diary.

A POW in IV-B Muhlberg and VIII-A Gorlitz,
Cpl. Lynch died of dysentery and  starvation
Source -
and diary.

Killed in Limberg, Germany, by RAF in

one of the largest accidental bombings of
war. High winds blew Pathfinder flares away
from the railroad intended target into a POW
barracks where Lt Prosnick and 47

KIA in the final moments of the 106" Recon
withdrawal from Grosslangenfeld. Shot in the



Sgt. Joseph W. Soulia Unknown
on the death march to Brunswick.
eyewitness Sgt Roy Mechling map

2nd Source — eyewitness T/5 James D
diary Joe Soulia died in Brunswick. pg

T/5 Morris G. Tickfer Unknown

on the death march to Brunswick.
eyewitness Sgt Roy Mechling map

1 Lt. George Vaream 23 January 1945

guard

chest below the esophagus, Pvt. Roe died that
night in the POW detention area. He was buried
there the next morning. T/5 Michael Gresh used
a pocket knife to carve a small cross for the
grave. Ibid Bombar page 78 and 80.

A POW in IV-B Muhlberg and VIII-A Gorlitz

Sgt. Soulia died of dysentery and  starvation
Source -
and diary.
Frazee
21.

A POW in IV-B Muhlberg and VIII-A Gorlitz
T/5 Tickfer died of dysentery and  starvation
Source -
and diary.

A POW in Oflag XIII-B Hammelburg, Lt.

Vaream was shot in the back by a prison
during a nighttime air raid for not running back
to his barracks quick enough. Source-post war
eyewitness POW debriefing.

(Note: See following two pages regarding Lt Prosnick and Lt Vaream.)
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Post War POW Debriefing from Eyewitness to Shooting of Lt George Vaream
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